
 

Julian is a well-known and experienced practitioner in crime and regulatory 
law, corporate crime, extradition and international criminal law, human rights, 
media law and related fields. He acts for individuals, governments and 
companies and a large proportion of his practice has an international aspect. 

Julian is an exceptional court-room performer, and has appeared in 
numerous high profile and complex cases, including the Pinochet extradition, 
the ‘MPs expenses’ prosecution, R v. Vicky Pryce and R v. Siôn Jenkins. He 
is an expert appellate counsel, and is frequently instructed in cases that 
involve difficult or novel legal issues. Julian regularly appears in the High 
Court and the Court of Appeal, and has appeared in over 30 cases in the 
Supreme Court, the House of Lords and the Privy Council. He recently 
appeared in the historic case of R v. Jogee; R v. Ruddock, in which a joint 
sitting of the Supreme Court and the Privy Council held that the law of joint 
enterprise in murder cases had been wrongly applied for the last 30 years.  
Julian appeared for the appellant Shirley Ruddock.  

As well as being a recognised legal scholar, Julian is also a feared cross-
examiner. In A Very British Killing (a 2012 account of the British Army war-
crimes court martial, in which Julian acted for the lead defendant), Professor 
Andrew Williams commented that Julian demonstrated ‘all-round brilliance’ 
and described in admiring terms his performance in ‘eviscerat[ing]’ 
prosecution witnesses. 

Julian is called to the Bar of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court and has 
appeared in courts in the British Virgin Islands and St Kitts. He has been 
called ad hoc to the Bar of the Inn of Court of Northern Ireland. He also 
regularly advises in offshore jurisdictions including the Channel Islands and 
the Isle of Man, as well as in Hong Kong. 

  

 

Julian’s criminal practice encompasses serious offences including murder, 
fraud and terrorism, as well as related areas such as health and safety, 
money laundering and asset restraint. His cases often involve human rights 
issues. He is able to set the strategy and to provide guidance and advice 
tcompanies and individuals caught up in criminal investigations, particularly 
those with an international dimension. 
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Julian’s regulatory work focusses in particular on financial regulation and 
health and safety. He recently successfully prosecuted two major companies 
over a lift fatality in the City of London and is currently advising one of 
Britain’s largest housebuilding companies in relation to gas safety issues, 
and has been involved in several financial services matters in the Channel 
Islands. 

He also successfully prosecuted the police (with Clare Montgomery QC) for 
the shooting of Jean Charles De Menezes. A substantial part of Julian’s 
practice involves extradition law and mutual legal assistance and 
international crime. He is the co-author of the leading textbook in the field 
and is widely regarded as one of the UK’s leading experts on international 
criminal law. 

Julian frequently appears in proceedings by way of judicial review on behalf 
of claimants and defendants, and has also appeared in major pieces of 
constitutional litigation in the Privy Council in connection with criminal matters 
from the Commonwealth Caribbean. 

Particularly high profile cases in which Julian has been involved include: 

R v Vicky Pryce (defending Chris Huhne’s ex-wife, on ‘points swapping’ 

charges) 

Ex parte Pinochet (representing General Pinochet in the extradition case 
brought by Spain) 

South Africa v Dewani (representing Shrien Dewani, whose extradition was 

sought by South Africa for allegedly murdering his wife on honeymoon) 

R v Siôn Jenkins (the ‘Billie-Jo Jenkins’ murder) 

R v Chaytor and others (defending several MPs accused in relation to their 
expenses claims) 

R v Corporal Donald Payne (the war crimes court-martial of British soldiers) 

 

 

Julian has a substantial advisory practice and is frequently instructed by 
large City firms and specialist practices to provide advice to governments 
and corporate and private clients. Recent areas of advice include: fraud; 
search warrants and production orders; extradition; international corruption; 
money laundering; professional discipline; party political funding; insider 
trading; financial regulator inquiries; and health and safety investigations. His 
advice recently secured the exoneration of the former Chief Executive of the 
Channel Islands Stock Exchange, following a major inquiry by the Guernsey 
Financial Services Commission. He is currently advising a senior banker in 
the SFO’s EURIBOR investigation. 

Julian is standing counsel to a major newspaper group and advises on a 
daily basis on investigatory and prepublication issues and regulatory matters 
affecting the media. 

 

R v Jogee v R; Ruddock v The Queen (2016, Supreme Court/Privy Council, 
the law of joint enterprise) 

Hunt and Khan v The State of Trinidad and Tobago (2015, Privy Council; 
constitutional law/commutation of death sentences on appeal) 

HERE’S WHAT THEY SAY: 
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R (Nunn) v Chief Constable of Suffolk (2014, Supreme Court; crime/public 
law; duty of disclosure post-conviction) 

R v Mackle and others (2014, Supreme Court; asset restraint and 
confiscation) 

Nigel Brown v The State (2012, Privy Council; crime; fitness to plead) 

Marcus Daniel v The State (2012, Privy Council; crime; diminished 

responsibility) 

R v Chaytor and others (2010, Supreme Court; crime/public law; MPs 
expenses and Parliamentary privilege) 

Campbell v The Queen (2010, Privy Council; crime; jurisdiction of the Privy 

Council to grant special leave to appeal) 

R v Asfaw (2008, House of Lords, Refugee Convention/public international 
law and criminal law) 

R v Patrick Smith (2005, House of Lords; crime; jury misconduct) 

R v Lyons and others (2002, House of Lords; crime/human rights; the 
'Guinness' appeal) 

Mohammed v The State (1999, Privy Council; criminal law; admissibility of 
evidence obtained in breach of constitutional protections) 

Taylor v Director of the Serious Fraud Office (1998, House of Lords; 
crime/media law; witness immunity) 

Tracey v The Queen (1997, Privy Council; criminal law; amendments to the 
indictment in capital murder trials) 

R v English (1997, House of Lords; criminal law; murder and joint enterprise) 

Logan v The Queen (1996, Privy Council; criminal law; jurisdiction in capital 
cases) 

 

R v Vicky Pryce (2013; defending the former wife of Chris Huhne on ‘points-

swapping’ charges) 

R v Adam Buck (2012; the ‘Blue Index’ insider trading case) 

Corporation of London v Holmes Place plc (health and safety prosecution 
arising from lift fatality) 

R v Ramnath (2008; alleged medical gross negligence manslaughter) 

R v Pasquill (2008; prosecution of FCO official under the Official Secrets Act 
1989) 

R v Office of the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police (2007; health and 

safety prosecution arising from the shooting of Jean Charles De Menezes) 

R v Hyman (2007; barrister prosecuted for attempting to pervert the course 
of justice) 

R v Coutts (2007; sex murder of teacher Jane Longhurst) 

R v Corporal Donald Payne (2006-7; war crimes court-martial of British 

soldiers) 

R v Siôn Jenkins (2004-6; the 'Billie-Jo' murder case) 

HSBC Plc v Brown (2006; private prosecution of major political donor) 

R v Macdonald and others (2005; Court of Appeal; membership of the Real 

IRA) 

R v Cooper and McMahon (2003, Court of Appeal; the Luton post-office 
murder) 

R v Meziane and Benmerzouga (2002; alleged membership of al-Queda) 
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Ministry of Justice, Lithuania v Bucnys (2013, Supreme Court; extradition/EU 
law; whether a Ministry of Justice is a judicial authority within the relevant EU 
Framework Decision and the Extradition Act 2003) 

Gibson v Superintendent of HM Prison (2007, Privy Council; habeas corpus 
and stare decisis) 

Cartwright v Superintendent of HM Prison (2007, Privy Council; habeas 
corpus) 

Knowles v Government of the United States (2007, Privy Council; abuse of 
process/discrimination) 

R (Al-Fawwaz) v Governor of Brixton Prison (2002, House of Lords; meaning 
of ‘jurisdiction’ in the Extradition Act 1989) 

R (Rottman) v Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis (2002, House of 
Lords; PACE powers and extradition) 

Ex parte Pinochet Nos 1, 2 and 3 (1998-1999, House of Lords; public 
law/extradition; judicial bias and whether former Head of State entitled to 
state immunity for torture) 

Re Ismail (1998, House of Lords; extradition) 

 

Polish Judicial Authorities v Celinski and others (2015, High Court; 
extradition and Article 8) 

Gambrah v Government of Ghana (2014, High Court; extradition/human 
rights/death penalty) 

Khelifa v Government of Algeria (2013, High Court; human rights/extradition) 

Patel v Government of India (2013, High Court; extradition/terrorism/human 

rights) 

Gohil v Gohil (2012, Court of Appeal; mutual assistance/collateral use of 
evidence obtained under letters of request) 

Government of United States v Earl Hodge (2012, Supreme Court of the 

Virgin Islands; extradition) 

R (JP Morgan) v Secretary of State (2012, High Court; public law/mutual 
legal assistance) 

Dewani v Government of South Africa (2011, High Court; extradition/human 

rights/mental health) 

R v Jama (2008, Central Criminal Court; the murder of WPC Beshenivsky; 
leading for the Crown on extradition issues) 

Ahmad and Aswat v Government of United States (2006, High Court; 

extradition and extraordinary rendition) 

Russia v Temerko (2005, magistrates court; extradition request for Vice-
President of Yukos) 

Russia v Zakaev (2003, magistrates court; extradition request for former 
Deputy Prime Minister of Chechnya) 

R (Abacha) v Secretary of State (2002, High Court; mutual assistance 
request relating to former President of Nigeria) 

United States of America v Abdelbary (2002; alleged Al-Queda conspiracy to 
bomb US Embassies in Africa) 
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R v Secretary of State ex parte Ramda (2002, 2005; conspiracy to cause 
explosions on the Paris Metro) 

Re Asliturk (2002; political defence of Mayor of Istanbul) 

R v Secretary of State for Trade and Industry ex parte Levitt (1998; judicial 
review of outgoing extradition request) 

Ex parte Fininvest Spa (1997; request for international mutual assistance 

involving former Italian Prime Minister) 

 

Jones v Saudi Arabia (2006, House of Lords; human rights; state immunity in 
civil actions for torture) 

Lambert Watson v The Queen (2004, Privy Council; public law; mandatory 

death penalty in Jamaica) 

Fox v The Queen (2002, Privy Council; public law; mandatory death penalty 
in the Eastern Caribbean) 

Cedeno v Logan (2002, Privy Council; public law; duty to give reasons) 

Lewis v Attorney General of Jamaica (2000, Privy Council; public law) 

Higgs and Mitchell v Minister of National Security (1999, Privy Council; due 
process and the death penalty in the Bahamas) 

Briggs v Baptiste (1999, Privy Council; public international law; binding effect 

of orders of Inter-American Court of Human Rights) 

Thomas v Baptiste (1998, Privy Council; public international law; death row 
prisoners cannot be executed before their applications to the Inter-American 
Human Rights Commission have been decided) 

 

R (MRH Solicitors Limited) v. Manchester County Court (2015, High Court 
public law/county court judge acting unfairly in making findings of fraud 
against a solicitor’s firm) 

R (Richards) v Teeside Magistrates Court (2013, High Court; public 

law/human rights; legality of Sexual Offences Prevention Orders) 

R (Whitenstall) v Chief Constable of Northumbria (2008, High Court; public 
law/human rights; disclosure of criminal conviction to employer) 

R (Harris) v Secretary of State for Defence (2006, High Court; pardons for 

executed soldiers; case settled) 

R (Bushell) v Newcastle Magistrates Court (2003, High Court; licensing and 
articles 6 and 8) 

R (Chief Constable of Lancashire) v Preston Crown Court (2002, High Court; 

whether licensing courts are article 6 compliant) 

R (Hussain) v Derby Magistrates Court (2000, High Court; unlawful detention 
and bail) 

R v Criminal Injuries Compensation Board ex parte K (1998, High Court; 
causation in the CICA scheme) 
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The Law of Extradition and Mutual Assistance (OUP, 3rd Edition, 2013) (with 

Clive Nicholls QC, Clare Montgomery QC, Mark Summers QC and Anand 
Doobay) 

Blackstone’s Guide to the Extradition Act 2003 (OUP, 2004) 

Blackstone’s Guide to the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (with Jonathan 

Glasson QC) (OUP, 2010) 

Blackstone’s Guide to the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 
(contributor) (OUP, 2006) 

Montgomery and Ormerod, Fraud (OUP) (former contributor) 

Smith, Owen and Bodnar, Asset Recovery (OUP) (former contributor) 

 

 

Julian can be instructed directly in suitable cases under the Bar’s Direct 
Access scheme. 

 

 

2000-date: Matrix Chambers, Gray’s Inn 

1996-2000: 3 Raymond Buildings, Gray’s Inn 

1994-1996: Pupillage at 2 Crown Office Row, Temple; Doughty Street 
Chambers; 3 Raymond Buildings, Gray’s Inn 

 

 

1993-1994 BVC, Inns of Court School of Law 

1992-1993 CPE, University of Central England 

1987-1990 Balliol College, Oxford (BA (Hons) in Mathematics, Markby 
Exhibitioner 

 


