Raj holds a first class undergraduate law degree and postgraduate law
degree from Oxford University. Before joining the Bar, Raj qualified as a
solicitor at Sharpe Pritchard solicitors. He subsequently worked as judicial
assistant to the then Lord Chief Justice and Lord Justice (now Lord)
Carnwath at the Court of Appeal. He has also worked for the Human Rights
Department of the Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office in Melbourne,
Australia.
Raj has taught public law, and human rights law on both undergraduate and
postgraduate courses, at Oxford University. He is a co-author of the
Blackstone’s Guide to the Human Rights Act (7th Ed.,OUP) and ‘Judicial
Review: A Practical Guide’ (Jordans). He is also a contributing author to

Criminal Justice and Human Rights (3rd Ed, Sweet & Maxwell) and Prison
Law (5th Ed., OUP).

HERE’S WHAT THEY SAY:

Raj’s notable cases include:
•
– challenge to human rights compatibility of revised
benefit cap.
•
–
successful human rights challenge to exclusion of unmarried partners from
armed forced death in service benefits on grounds of marriage to a third
party.
•
– challenge to two child restriction on receipt of child tax credit.
•
challenge to asset freezing order imposed under anti-terrorism powers
against Mr Begg– a former Guantanamo detainee - on the basis of support
provided to Syrian opposition.
•
challenge to human rights compatibility of the bedroom tax by persons with
disabilities and victims of domestic violence.
•
–challenge to exclusion of non-nationals with
time-limited leave to remain from eligibility for student loans.
•
– challenge to compatibility of retention of personal data of a
peaceful protestor on a domestic extremist police database with Article 8.
•
–
judicial review of the review procedure for assignment to High Escape risk
status of a Category A terrorist prisoner.
•
– judicial review of
detention (and seizure of Snowden files) of partner of Guardian journalist,
Glen Greenwald, under Schedule 7 Terrorism Act 2000.
•
– appeal to Privy Council against conviction for murder and death
penalty, considering availability of provocation defence to felony murder; and
challenging Constitutionality of application of mandatory death penalty for
felony-murder.
•
– application of Article 6 and common law fairness requirements of
disclosure to special advocate appellate regime to challenge terrorist asset
freezing orders.
•
– acted for the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation in
challenge to English GCSE marks.

2

•
– judicial review of the health profession’s regulator’s summary
rejection of complaint regarding registrant’s use of un-validated psychological
risk assessment tools to assess risk of terrorist reoffending during Parole
Board process.

•
– High Court civil action for racially motivated assault and
false imprisonment of two teenagers by TSG officers in which the
Commissioner took the highly unusual step of joining the individual officers
as Part 20 Defendants. Led by Phillippa Kaufman QC.
•
– acted for family of
Bijan Ebrahimi, an Iranian refugee, who was kicked to death and his body
burnt by neighbours on the Bristol Estate he lived on following repeated
pleas for assistance to the police to protect his life.
• Instructed in numerous successfully settled civil actions against the police
at pre-trial and at mediation

•
– Raj is currently instructed by 277
bereaved, survivors and residents in this on-going Inquiry.
•
- Article 2 inquest into
the death by hanging of an informally detained child with serious mental
health issues at Ticehurst House run by the Priory Group– the jury returned
highly critical narrative conclusions and a conclusion of neglect and the
Senior Coroner made a wide-ranging preventing future death report.
•
– Article 2 Inquest into the
death of a student seriously assaulted by a professional boxer at large in
breach of bail conditions who was then subject to serious failings in the care
provided by the hospital– the jury returned critical narrative conclusions
regarding both the police and hospital staff’s actions and a conclusion of
neglect in respect of the medical care.
• Advised BBC Trust on Dame Janet Smith (and Linda Dobbs) review into
the activities of Jimmy Savile (and Stuart Hall) during their time at the BBC.
•
- Article 2 jury Inquest into the
death by hanging of a mentally unwell prisoner at HMP Woodhill. Narrative
jury findings of a number of failings. The Senior Coroner issued a preventing
future death report.
•
- Article 2 jury Inquest into the
death by hanging of a mentally unwell prisoner held in the segregation unit of
HMP Woodhill. Narrative jury findings of a number of failings. The Senior
Coroner issued a preventing future death report..
•
– concerning a fatal police shooting. The inquiry was
set up under the Inquiries Act 2005 to circumvent difficulties with the
disclosure of intelligence evidence, which prevented an Article 2 compliant
inquest being concluded (led by Jonathan Glasson QC).
• Instructed in various post-Inquest civil claims.
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•
–appeal concerning correct construction of mixed claims exception
to Qualified One Way Cost Shifting provisions.
• Instructed by EHRC to assist with aspects of its Legal Aid Inquiry.

•
– SEN
appeal concerning inter alia validity and composition of First Tier Tribunal
when composition of Tribunal is altered between two hearings.
•
– represented Badger Trust in Environmental Information
Regulations appeal regarding withholding of Risk and Information Logs by
DEFRA relating to the formulation of the Government's controversial badger
culling policy.
•
– a lead
appeal concerning parents’ entitlement to challenge Academy admission
decisions under the SEN appeal regime in Part IV of the Education Act 1996.

• Raj has undertaken wide-ranging advisory work for regulators and other
public bodies, including the Equality and Human Rights Commission, the
BBC Trust, the Financial Conduct Authority, the Office of Fair Trading and
the Independent Police Complaints Commission.

• Raj regularly accepts instructions on a pro bono basis. This work has
ranged from representing clients before the First Tier Tribunal in SEN and
immigration matters, to applications for judicial review in the High Court,
applications to the European Court of Human Rights, and appeals to the
Privy Council.
• Raj represents immigration detainees seeking immigration bail who are
assisted by Bail for Immigration Detainees (http://www.biduk.org/).
• Raj supervises student volunteers representing pupils permanently
excluded from school who are seeking a review of their permanent exclusion
via the City/Matrix Exclusions Project.
• Raj was formerly a pro bono legal advisor at the Waterloo Legal Advice
Centre.

• Co-author,

, 7th Ed., OUP.

• Co-author, ‘
• Contributing author,
• Contributing author,
Maxwell.
• Researcher,

’ Jordans.
, 5th Ed., OUP.
, 3rd Ed., Sweet &

', Study for the

4

European Parliament Policy Department: Citizen's Rights and Constitutional
Affairs, European Parliament, February 2011.
• Co-author,
,
Ministry of Justice Research Series, December 2009.

• Administrative Law Bar Association
• Human Rights Lawyers Association (former Executive Committee Member)
• Young Public Lawyers Group (Committee Member)
• INQUEST
• Legal Action Group
• Liberty
• Police Action Lawyers Group
• UK Constitutional Law Association
• Young Legal Aid Lawyers

• BCL, Oxford University (2008)
• LPC, Oxford Institute of Legal Practice (2005)
• BA Law (1st Class), Oxford University (2004)
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