
Since Paul left UK government practice, his clients have included the New 
Zealand Attorney General, Capita, Ernst & Young, the New Zealand 
Government Communications Security Bureau and the Canadian 
Government. Much of the work is necessarily private, but avowed projects 
include: an inquiry into security and governance for the UK Parliamentary 
authorities, a review of the operation of the UK’s policies for the treatment of 
Nazi-spoliated works of art, an investigation into the interface of ministerial 
and regulatory oversight of trade unions and a review of the remaining secret 
archive material from the Denning Inquiry into the 1960s Profumo affair. 

His speaking engagements have been equally wide-ranging including the 
Global Government Summit in Singapore on governance and accountability 
structures for senior officials and ministers, seminars on regional devolution, 
the UK political scene, diversity and legal service delivery and the annual 
Grotius dinner on the rule of international law in the UK today. 

 

As the Government’s chief legal official between 2006 and 2014, Paul was 
responsible for the provision of legal services to clients including the Home 
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Office, Treasury, Cabinet Office, Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of 
Justice. 

He had an extensive personal practice advising ministers and senior officials 
on the widest range of issues, with a strong focus on public and 
constitutional law, national security and the interface of law, politics and 
propriety. He was also one of a small group of senior officials at the top of the 
Civil Service leading immediate crisis management for Government. 

Paul’s personal practice concentrated on legal, strategic and tactical issues 
advising at the heart of government. Examples include: 

• Renditions to Guantanamo Bay – mediation and settlement; establishment 
of the Gibson Inquiry, 

• Phone hacking and media intrusion – establishing, and giving evidence to, 
the Leveson Inquiry into UK media practices, subsequent negotiations on 
implementation of the Leveson recommendations, 

• WikiLeaks and the revelations of Edward Snowden, 

• Initial inquiries into child sexual abuse – North Wales, Saville, the BBC, 

• Commercial and regulatory issues - for example: Libor, West Coast 
Mainline franchise, 

• UK government’s response to the Serious Fraud Office investigation of BAE 
over the Al Yamamah deal, and 

• The police investigation into allegations that UK politicians sold honours for 
cash. 

 

Paul combined his legal practice with delivering major organisational and 
business transformation of the provision of legal services to the UK 
government, creating a single, unified Government Legal Department. He 
was also the Diversity Champion for the UK Civil Service, developing a long-
term strategy for achieving a Civil Service which reflected the society it 
serves and sharing the UK experiences widely, including in Singapore, South 
Africa and Malaysia. 

Paul was appointed Queen’s Counsel (honoris causa) in 2009 and a Knight 
Commander of the Order of the Bath in 2012. 

 

Paul’s earlier career in government practice included roles at the Treasury 
(banking regulation, ‘Big Bang’), the Monopolies and Mergers Commission, 
the Department of Culture, Media and Sport, the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department/Department of Constitutional Affairs, and the Departments of 
Work and Pensions and of Health. He was the first Legal Adviser at the 
Culture Department leading work on the establishment of the regulatory 
regime for the UK National Lottery, and domestic and European regulation of 
the broadcast media. As Legal Adviser to the Lord Chancellor between 1998-
2004, Paul played an instrumental role in the delivery of ground-breaking 
constitutional reform legislation including the Human Rights Act 1998, the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000, legislation to implement devolution 
measures in the UK, reform of the office of Lord Chancellor and reform of the 
House of Lords. 

He also led the department’s international work opening up markets for UK 
legal services in China, India and Japan, acting as a Council of Europe 
expert advising emerging democracies in Central and Eastern European on 
legal and constitutional issues and speaking extensively on human rights and 
constitutional reform. 
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LL.B Manchester 1976 

Called to the Bar Middle Temple 1977 

Master of the Bench Middle Temple 2002, Executive Board member 2007, 
Deputy Treasurer Elect 2016 

 


