Matrix Causes Fund

Priority Areas and Award
Priority funding areas will be:

· Access to justice, including securing benefits such as welfare benefits, health, housing and from other vulnerable groups such as prisoners and asylum seekers

· Promotion of women’s rights, especially women’s refugees

· Children’s education, especially special educational needs, and the promotion of art and music in schools

· The environment, especially the prevention of environmental damage

· Homelessness and mental health

Funding criteria will include:

1. The fund is not intended to fund individuals with access to legal training.

2. The fund is not intended to be for general acts of goodwill to voluntary bodies or charitable causes, nor to fund “core costs” or contribute to a “pot” of general funding.
3. The fund is not intended to be a substitute for individual support by members and staff of Matrix for causes supported by Matrix as an organisation.

Organisations working to relieve need and injustice, and to promote access to socio-economic rights are, within the subject criteria specified above, eligible for financial support. The causes fund is administered through the Charities Aid Foundation, therefore, organisations that do not have charitable status must first complete a Grant Eligibility Form (downloadable from our website).
4. Matrix will not normally fund organisations simply to meet the costs of direct service provision by those organisations to a small number of individual clients. Rather, Matrix will target its support on activities that aim to generate a wider benefit to a larger number of the organisation’s clients. For example, Matrix is more likely to assist with funding the training of an organisation's staff (to improve the quality of their work with a large number of clients), or the organisation's publications (which give advice to a large number of clients), or their campaigning work (which seeks to gain improvements for a large number of clients). Matrix is unlikely to contribute towards the salary of an individual staff member to provide direct support to a single client or small number of clients. 

5. Matrix will not normally provide financial support to those organisations that it already substantially supports in other ways, e.g. the provision of meeting space, or those organisations that receive extensive individual support from members and staff.

6. Matrix will give favourable consideration to charitable organizations that are based in, or work largely with clients who live in, the direct vicinity (roughly speaking a radius of one mile) of Matrix’ premises, but also funds national and international organizations.
7. Matrix does not fund projects for more than 3 years at a time.

8. Matrix looks favourably on supporting projects on a “rolling” basis – for example £1000 for three years to print an annual report.

10.  Matrix typically offers funding up to maximum £5,000 for any given project in any given year. However, we will entertain applications for a specific part of a more expensive project, where the applicant organisation can establish that they have been or will be able to secure additional funds from other funding sources to make up any shortfall and to ensure that the overall project is viable.  In such cases, organisations are asked to provide a detailed breakdown of all costs associated with the project in question, including details of other funding sought and from which sources.

Matrix Causes Fund

Questionnaire

1. How does your application fit in with our criteria?

2. Is your organisation a registered charity?

3. Please supply a set of your most recent accounts and annual report or any other publications explaining the work of your organisation or the project in question.

4. Would funding go to a specific project?  If so, please give details of the duration and cost.

5. Is your organisation or the particular project concerned with access to justice, social and economic rights or equal treatment and if so how?

6. Please send us any other information that you would like to provide to assist.

MITC Causes Fund Criteria and Questionnaire from Nov 2009 onwards

